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Philo4Thought	Hellenic	Professional	Mentoring	Initiative	is	pleased	to	present	our	November	2017	Young	
Professional	of	the	Month!	The	goal	of	our	publications	is	to	provide	positive,	successful	role	models	who	
will	inspire	the	next	generation	of	young	professionals.	Preliminary	criteria	for	YPM	candidates	is	that	they	
are	actively	engaged	 in	an	entrepreneurial	 initiative	or	have	made	a	successful	 career	 for	 themselves,	
thereby	 serving	 as	 strong	 role	models	 to	 the	 next	 generation	 of	 young	 professionals.	 Candidates	 are	
typically	 of	 Hellenic	 origin	 and	 part	 of	 a	 humanitarian	 (educational,	 sociological,	 scientific,	 etc.)	 or	
environmentally	 --	 conscious	 field.	 Given	 the	 gradual	 expansion	 of	 our	 readership,	 we	 interview	
candidates	who	embrace	a	specific	Hellenic	philosophy	best	described	in	a	word…	Philotimo	(φιλότιμο).	
The	most	important	qualifications	all	our	candidates	share	are	the	spirit	and	compassion	to	persevere,	
and	the	heart	to	share	their	knowledge	and	experience	with	others.	
	

We	had	 the	pleasure	of	meeting	month’s	 YPM	–	Assemblywoman	and	2017	NYC	Republican	Mayoral	
Candidate,	Nicole	Malliotakis	–	at	 the	2017	Archons	Weekend	 in	October.	Her	proactive	dedication	 to	
serving	the	citizens	of	New	York	began	at	a	very	young	age	and	has	brought	her	to	this	moment,	with	the	
election	only	a	few	days	away.	Her	amazing	energy	and	thoughtfulness	sets	a	remarkable	standard	for	
today’s	youth	and	young	professionals.	We	are	very	honored	to	share	her	story	with	you	today.	
	

THE	JOURNEY	&	“AHA”	MOMENT:	
Born	in	Manhattan	and	raised	in	Staten	Island,	with	frequent	trips	to	Brooklyn	where	her	parents	owned	
a	 small	 business,	 Assemblywoman	Malliotakis	 was	 raised	 to	 persevere	 and	 pursue	 the	 things	 she	 is	
passionate	about,	to	value	community,	family,	and	quality	service.	
	

“As	a	kid	I	spent	a	lot	of	time	and	all	my	summers	in	Brooklyn….	I’m	the	first	in	my	family	to	graduate	
college	and	also	have	an	MBA.	I’ve	worked	in	the	nonprofit,	public	and	private	sectors	from	a	very	young	
age.	My	first	job	was	with	Governor	George	Pataki	[1995-2006]	as	a	NYC	Community	Affairs	Liaison,	which	
involved	a	lot	of	outreach	to	the	Greek	community	and	to	other	ethnic	groups	in	NYC.	After	that	I	took	a	
position	in	energy,	environmental	policy	and	public	affairs	in	ConEdison.	In	2010	I	ran	for	NYS	Assembly,	
unseating	a	two-term	incumbent,	and	have	been	representing	Brooklyn	and	Staten	Island	since	then.”	
	



Assemblywoman	Malliotakis	attended	Seton	Hall	University	(New	Jersey)	for	her	Bachelor’s	Degree	and	
completed	her	undergraduate	studies	in	three	years.	She	completed	her	M.B.A.	at	Wagner	College	(Staten	
Island)	while	working	for	ConEdison.	
	

PHILOSOPHY	&	PHILANTHROPY:	
In	work	and	in	life,	Assemblywoman	Malliotakis	is	forward-thinking,	embracing	the	value	of	working	hard,	
striving	 for	 the	 things	 she	 feels	most	 passionate	 about,	 and	 pursuing	 her	 goals	 directly.	 “My	 parents	
instilled	a	strong	work	ethic	in	me.	My	father	had	two	jobs.	He	had	a	small	business	in	Brooklyn	and	a	
second	job	as	a	banquet	waiter	in	the	city,	so	he	was	a	member	of	Hotel	Trades	Council	Union.	My	parents	
always	worked	very	hard	and	so	do	I.	Yesterday,	for	example,	we	put	in	16	hours	of	outreach,	and	that’s	
the	work	ethic	I’ve	always	had.	I’m	very	passionate	about	what	I	do	and	fight	with	my	whole	heart	and	
soul	for	the	taxpayers	of	this	city,	who	deserve	a	basic	and	reliable	level	of	government	and	service.”	
	

Assemblywoman	Malliotakis	 believes	 that	 all	 taxpayers	 should	 enjoy	 a	 better	 quality	 of	 life	 and	 that	
certain	aspects	of	NYC	need	to	be	brought	up	to	speed	with	21st	century	needs	and	expectations.	“The	
current	Mayor	has	provided	an	environment	where	his	major	supporters	live	well	but	the	rest	of	us	suffer.	
I	want	 to	make	 sure	 that	 children	have	 a	 good	educational	 system,	 that	our	 transportation	 system	 is	
working	properly,	 that	our	homeless	 citizens	are	 taken	care	of	and	 that	our	NYC	public	 safety	 service	
providers	 are	 able	 to	 live	 and	work	 in	 a	 good,	 safe	 environment	with	 leadership	 that	 supports	 them	
properly.”	
	

At	 the	 global	 level,	 Assemblywoman	 Malliotakis	 is	 a	 member	 of	 the	 World	 Hellenic	 Inter-
Parliamentary	Association.	“The	diaspora	meets	with	members	of	the	Hellenic	Parliament	about	the	fiscal	
and	refugee	crisis	to	advocate	and	express	our	views	as	representatives	from	outside	of	Greece.	We	serve	
as	 a	 connection	 between	 our	 home	 country	 and	 Athens.”	 Assemblywoman	Malliotakis	 also	 supports	
public	service	missions	like	Justice	for	Cyprus	and	Protection	of	the	Ecumenical	Patriarch.	
	

MENTORS:	
Assemblywoman	Malliotakis	regards	Governor	Pataki	as	a	respected	mentor.	“He	was	a	great	governor	
and	served	the	people	well.	In	working	with	him	I	learned	that	we	have	the	same	favorite	political	leader,	
Teddy	Roosevelt,	a	true	reformer	and	conservationist.	Roosevelt	is	someone	who	always	did	what	was	
right,	not	only	in	fighting	against	corruption	against	the	Democrats	of	Tammany	Hall,	but	also	in	standing	
up	against	his	own	party	to	do	the	right	thing.	All	elected	officials	should	model	themselves	against	him,	
to	do	what	is	right	and	best	for	the	people	who	elect	you,	not	just	going	by	your	party.”	
	

CHALLENGES:	
All	professions	have	their	challenges,	but	Assemblywoman	Malliotakis	has	gracefully	overcome	several	of	
these	and	has	risen	to	being	one	of	the	youngest	–	and	the	first	female	–	NYC	mayoral	candidates.	
	
When	asked	how	 long	 it	 took	her	 to	 reach	 this	point	 in	her	 career	path,	Assemblywoman	Malliotakis	
explains	 very	 simply	 that	 she	 chose	 and	 was	 encouraged	 by	 her	 parents	 to	 get	 involved	 with	 her	
community	at	a	very	young	age.	“I’ve	been	volunteering	for	local	candidates	since	high	school….	I’m	part	
of	a	new	generation	of	leaders	who	have	a	vision	for	the	future	to	bring	their	cities	forward	to	the	21st	
century.	We	spent	a	lot	of	money	here	and	I	don’t	feel	that	it’s	been	properly	allotted.	We	need	to	upgrade	
our	 subway	 system,	which	 is	decades	behind	 the	 current	 lifespan.	We	currently	have	75,000	delays	a	
month.	Signals	were	scheduled	to	be	upgraded	back	in	1995	but	that	never	happened,	then	of	course	we	
had	major	citywide	setbacks	due	to	the	9/11	tragedy,	but	now	we’re	here	and	need	to	move	forward	to	
improve	reliability	and	reduce	congestion	throughout	out	transit	system.	We’re	at	a	crisis	point	in	terms	
of	our	transit	system.	The	same	applies	for	our	stop	lights	–	we	need	to	move	to	Smart	Lights,	which	are	
adaptive	to	traffic	flow	and	pedestrians.	We’re	not	investing	in	our	infrastructure	as	we	should	be.”	



	

During	 our	 exclusive	 interview	we	 discussed	 how	 admirable	 it	 is	 for	 a	 young	Hellenic	 professional	 to	
successfully	pursue	such	an	extensive	amount	of	community	outreach	in	one	of	the	toughest	cities	by	the	
age	of	36.	“Actually,	Election	Day	 is	 right	around	my	birthday	–	 in	 fact,	 I’ll	be	 turning	37	a	week	after	
Election	Day.”	
	

It’s	 also	 a	 challenge	 to	be	 a	woman	 in	politics	 and	public	 service,	which	 is	 still	 a	 predominantly	male	
profession.	“Being	a	woman	in	politics	is	difficult,	and	it’s	a	little	surprising	to	think	that	although	women	
have	had	the	right	to	vote	for	exactly	100	years	and	NYC	is	such	a	progressive	city	we	haven’t	had	a	female	
Mayor	before.	But	this	is	a	special	year	and	we’ll	hopefully	take	that	step	on	Election	Day.”		
	

Assemblywoman	 Malliotakis	 faces	 this	 challenge	 undaunted.	 She	 is	 used	 to	 being	 the	 breakthrough	
candidate.	Being	of	both	Cretan	and	Cuban	decent,	she	was	the	first	Hispanic	American	to	win	an	elected	
position	in	Staten	Island,	and	the	first	of	two	Greek	American	women	to	be	elected	to	an	office	in	New	
York	State,	a	position	she	won	against	a	two-term	incumbent,	which	was	not	an	easy	task!	
	

When	 asked	 how	 she	 worked	 through	 her	 challenges,	 Assemblywoman	 Malliotakis	 explains,	 in	 her	
trademark	graceful-but-direct	manner,	that	it’s	her	commitment	to	serving	the	community	that	inspires	
and	drives	her	efforts.	 “You	 just	have	 to	be	assertive.	You	can’t	wait	 for	people	 to	ask	you	 to	 run	 for	
something,	you	have	to	just	do	it.	The	men	in	politics	who	are	running	the	parties	are	not	going	to	ask	you	
to	run.	When	you’re	passionate	about	what	you’re	fighting	for	you	must	strive	to	achieve	those	goals.	It’s	
difficult	to	unseat	an	incumbent,	but	I’ve	done	it	before.	Other	people	choose	not	to	take	on	that	task.	If	
you	believe	you	can	serve	the	people	well,	don’t	wait	for	‘your	turn.’”	
	

She	also	has	a	great	deal	of	community	support	throughout	New	York	City	that	crosses	party	lines.	At	the	
formal	debates	she	is	well	spoken,	knows	her	facts	and	offers	achievable	goals	to	be	completed	within	her	
term	 as	 the	 next	 prospective	Mayor.	 This	 past	 weekend,	 despite	 a	 fractured	 ankle,	 Assemblywoman	
Malliotakis	showed	great	strength	of	spirit	in	walking	all	over	Astoria	and	other	parts	of	Queens	to	meet	
small	business	owners,	visit	syllogi,	and	get	to	know	her	constituents.		
	

When	asking	a	few	members	of	the	community	watching	on	during	Assemblywoman	Malliotakis’	walking	
tour	of	Astoria	what	they	think	of	her,	the	answers	are	all	very	similar	regardless	of	the	person’s	age:		
	

“Nicole?	Yes,	I	like	her	very	much.”	
“Nicole	Malliotakis?	Patriota!	Yes,	I	know,	I’m	voting	for	her.”		
“Nicole?	She’s	the	nice	one.	I	like	what	she	is	saying.”	

	

DOWN-TIME:	
Assemblywoman	Malliotakis	is	a	humanitarian	at	heart	and	started	on	her	current	career	path	through	
volunteer	activities	back	in	high	school.	Of	course,	in	recent	months	there	has	not	been	a	great	deal	of	
“down	time”	for	this	dedicated	2017	Mayoral	candidate,	but	Assemblywoman	Malliotakis	still	makes	time	
for	causes	and	 interests	 that	 she	 feels	 strongly	about,	 including	advocacy	 for	animal	 rights	and	senior	
citizen	services.		
	

Maria	Frantzis,	President	of	the	NYC-based	group	Hellenic	Professional	Women,	says	that	Assemblywoman	
Malliotakis	has	also	been	a	member	and	supporter	of	the	group	for	many	years.	“Nicole	has	been	on	the	
Advisory	Board	of	HPW	for	several	years.	She	is	inspiring	and	a	great	role	model	to	all	women.”	
	

For	Assemblywoman	Malliotakis,	what	seems	to	drive	her	every	moment	is	a	commitment	to	improving	
the	 quality	 of	 life	 for	 all	 members	 of	 the	 New	 York	 community.	 “Really,	 my	 whole	 job	 as	 an	
Assemblymember	has	been	to	help	other	people,	so	there’s	a	lot	of	volunteer	work	that	I	already	do.”	
Assemblywoman	 Malliotakis	 explains	 that	 her	 natural	 propensity	 for	 civic	 service	 and	 community	
outreach	are	just	an	intrinsic	part	of	her	daily	life,	which	is	one	of	the	reasons	she	entered	into	this	line	of	



work	 as	 well.	 “For	 example,	 I	 participate	 in	 the	 Sandy	 Recovery	 efforts,	 working	 with	 nonprofit	
organizations	to	help	individuals,	going	out	there	and	delivering	food,	water,	clothing	to	people	in	need	
who	have	lost	their	homes	and	all	their	things.	I	coordinate	activities	with	organizations	like	Habitat	for	
Humanities	to	help	rebuild	a	person’s	home	after	the	devastation	from	the	storm.	I	also	like	to	give	words	
of	 encouragement	 at	 events	 in	 support	 of	medical	 causes,	 like	 the	 juvenile	 diabetes	walk,	 the	 breast	
cancer	walk	and	similar	community	activities.”	
	

Assemblywoman	Malliotakis	encourages	others	to	follow	in	her	footsteps.	“People	should	be	involved	in	
civics	at	a	young	age.	Our	whole	future	depends	on	who	is	elected	to	office.	If	we’re	unhappy	with	children	
not	receiving	quality	education	and	homeless	members	of	our	city	and	the	crumbling	transit	system,	it’s	
important	to	get	involved	and	make	a	difference.”	
	

WORDS	OF	WISDOM:	
When	asked	what	words	of	wisdom	she	has	for	today’s	young	professional,	Assemblywoman	Malliotakis	
says,	“People	should	find	something	that	they’re	truly	passionate	about	and	make	it	a	career.	I	know	a	lot	
of	people	who	go	into	a	profession	to	make	money	and	then	they’re	unhappy	in	their	jobs.	You	should	
love	what	you’re	doing.	Try	different	things	and	intern	at	different	places	till	you	find	the	thing	that	you	
are	most	passionate	about.	You’ll	be	successful	if	you’re	in	a	career	that	you	enjoy.”	
	

There	are	currently	a	few	internship	opportunities	at	Assemblywoman	Malliotakis’	government	office,	but	
as	Mayor	Assemblywoman	Malliotakis	plans	to	work	closely	with	the	Trade	Associations	and	nonprofits	
to	make	more	 internships	 available	 in	more	areas.	 “These	are	 the	 types	of	opportunity	 that	will	 help	
prepare	our	youth	for	the	real	world	and	give	them	real	life	experiences	they	need	to	succeed.”	
	

On	behalf	of	our	team,	we	would	like	to	wish	Assemblywoman	Malliotakis	the	best	of	luck	in	the	
upcoming	elections	and	“Xronia	Polla”	for	your	birthday	in	the	week	to	follow!	

	

	
	
	 	



RELATED	LINKS:	
	

Nicole	for	Mayor:	
https://nicolemalliotakis.com	
	

2017	Archon’s	Weekend:	
http://www.archons.org/news/detail.asp?id=963	
	

World	Hellenic	Inter-Parliamentary	Association:	
http://www.hellenicparliament.gr/en/Diethneis-Drastiriotites/Diethnes-Perivallon/Ellinismos-tis-
Diasporas/PADEE	
	

Justice	for	Cyprus:	
http://news.pseka.net	
	

Protection	of	the	Ecumenical	Patriarch:	
http://antiochian.org/greek-orthodox-archdiocese-calls-protection-ecumenical-patriarch	
	

NYC	History:	Teddy	Roosevelt	&	Tammany	Hall:	
http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h959.html	
	

Smart	Lights:	
http://time.com/3845445/commuting-times-adaptive-traffic-lights	
	

Hellenic	Professional	Women:	
http://hellenicprofessionalwomen.org	
	

Habitat	for	Humanities:	
https://www.habitat.org/impact/our-work/disaster-response	


